CHAPTER II

NATURE AND MAN’S HAIR

WHEN some one asks what gave man his hair":
and what is its purpose, we instinctively answer
«Nature.” Thus has mankind at all times ac=
counted for things which it did not understand.
Nature, we are accustomed to say, gave ma 3
his hair for protection. What, exactly, thi§ =
term “Nature” means, is, as a rule, not made
clear and we must stop here for a little 1nqu1ry

In our use of the word “Nature,” some of

have in mind a great outer spirit, a suprcm
deity, located in and working from a distant
heaven, who is able to direct the spider to spil !
his web and “sees the sparrow fall.” There ar
others who will say that nature is the thing itself:
and that the spider makes its web by its instine .

tive nature and habit, by a formula which it h

acquired gradually through untold ages an :

which it has developed from a small beginning

and that the sparrow falls because it has becom

[30]

Nature and Man’s Hair

0ld to fly or because a naughty boy has shot a
| “timed stone. Since to “Nature” so many
§ are wantonly attributed and since so many

) fent inconsistencies need explaining, it be-

4 us to look closely and see whether we can
V& at some conclusion.

we assent to the belief that a heavenly

fire” gave man his hair for protection
;ltdcncmies, which this self-same “Nature”
I hid created and similarly provide

Mubscribe to the idea th:t%\faturedé:\’rz Irrxlll;sr:
i, eyes, feet and arms as means of attack and
ie and that, therefore, fighting and killing
i he been the purpose of the Creator. To

matters more lively, the same Nature pro-

the tremendous animals of the forest, the
' duting fish of the sea, the poisonous sx’lake
thc deadly invisible bacteria which spread
e, It also created scorching heat and con-
f ng cold. Nature made some creatures weak
Othcrs strong. She placed frizzy hair on

ull of the negro who lives under the scorch-
Wi of the equator because, frizz, it is said,
thy heat and Nature desired to protect this

‘ of hers from the scorching sun. But when
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ht observe the position of the sugar bow]
the freshly-baked pie.
ture, so runs the argument, gave man his
10 protect him against cold, disease and the
und claws of his enemies. But later she
‘ him clothing, took away his hair and let
e th decay. Clothes harbored other crea-
also of Nature’s own making which dis-
8d man and even threatened his life. Seeing
Milstakes Nature provided man with soap
flumans of a special class known as doctorst
blbc, Nature brought into the world to
" ¢ for a single instant but another survived
Iy tture molded its life so that it might de-
Othcrs of her creatures, in fits of temper or
1 | larger organized scale. Finally, when
Wislon over the diversified children of Na-
‘hcnmc difficult, Nature created kings
8 and heads of many kinds of beliefs Wh(;
el over humanity by divine right and as-
i the task of keeping the world in order.
) lously we have reached a point in our
Pt 1o analyze “Nature” and her acts, at
We must realize that the argument has
| absurdity. A line must be drawn some-
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slave traders brought African negroes centuries
ago to be slaves in distant northern lands, N
ture failed to withdraw the protecting frizz.
This same Nature benevolently provided ma\
with legs for walking and for running when i
danger or when in pursuit. When man had be :
come civilized, was no longer in danger -‘
did no longer live by killing others in the fores
man desired to move even faster and Nature
kindly provided him with horses, and in du
course of time with trolley cars, railway train: ‘
automobiles and flying machines, exactly as §
provided birds with nests in which to lay thel
eggs and beavers with dams. For surely ¥
cannot say that man made these things himsel
Has not benevolent Nature provided him wit
her great natural resources—coal, wood, sto
iron, gold, gas, oil and water, and showed ma
how to catch and tame wild horses and how
build cars and trains, just as she showed the b
where pollen and honey are located and led th
hawk to the pigeon coop when it was hung
It was she who even taught the humble fly
walk on the kitchen ceiling in order that
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including, of course, our brains and our hair.
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where. We are compelled to admit that it is
not “Nature” regarded as an external force
Wthh directs us to bite our food but an 1ndx
vidual reaction resultant from the smallness of
the throat, perhaps, or the pain of the stomac h
incidental to larger morsels. An inner for
that we call caution makes us open our €yes [
prevent us from falling or colliding, an innet
force that we call foresight directs us to collects
ice in winter for summer use; an inner force
that we call wisdom advises us to eat so that 0 i
bodies may be provided with the means of de- %0
veloping legs, arms, teeth, fingernails and
the attributes that belong to the human form
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0lf, produces his hair as the tree produces its
Uves, Smith makes his and Jones makes his
tording to his type. But as first comes the
i and the branches which are fundamental,
#i the leaves which are transitory, thus first

loped man’s essential attributes and appen-
goh-—and finally as an aftermath, as a result
he more essential processes, his hair.

ur hair is no more an essential part of our

y than leaves are essential to a tree, and if
Iltoric man produced hair in abundance,
bring all his surface with it, this hairiness was

"lncidcntal to an inner function, to the life
| produced the body, to the process of form-
1o the growing force and energy. He pro-
much because that inner function was
iger within him than it is within modern
iged man. When antediluvian man leaped
trags and raced through forests, he was a
jle, single-minded creature. He did not
how or why he came into being but he
¥ that he had to exert himself to keep alive.
% here and he wanted to remain. The job
ot easy. The requirements, his inner feel-
uld him, were such that if he did not nimbly
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As a tree comes into being from seed contai {
ing an unknown something, life itself, with the
roots and stem first, from that the branches an
then the leaves as end-produce, waste as it Were
falling from the structure at the end of summe
only to perform the function over again after al
interval of rest, so is man. “Nature” is the uni
itself. The unit needs only the initial life gern
from which it will develop according to its typ
We must, then, also acknowledge that man, him
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00 because the instincts, though the basis of
Wxistence, refuse to provide him with any
ipon of a physical nature with which to de-
| himself. The instincts do not nourish the
unl, and do not make it run, climb or hike.
J inatincts merely invent and direct while the
i are physical and these physical acts, no
0t how small, require food fuel as an auto-
e needs gasoline to stimulate it to motion.
fﬁombustion of fuel creates energy and the
ion of energy within man calls for a con-
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come up to them it was all over. He needed
speed, strength and tremendous watchfulness be:
cause there were enemies everywhefe. They -
were in the tree tops and in the cave, open and
hidden. Every living thing had the same er-
rand on earth as he himself. Each one was
resolved to kill in order to keep alive. Whel
prehistoric man thus waged his terrific, solita y
battle for existence, he was one with many
beasts around him in the abundance of his hai

covering. Where then did it come from ang
what was its purpose if it had any at all? Wa§g i nervous process of fat combustion

it the outcome of his particular body chemistryj by determined to live, our prehistoric an-
Was his hair the result of a combustion of fue _Wwas necessarily condemned to ceaseless
similar to the ashes that result from the burni‘ Wi activity. There was no rest for him.
st and codl? 1 g was the ruling spirit of the forest.

If prehistoric man’s effort to keep alive sovered man roamed the mountains hun-
merely an organic act and the only act he wa , hiy restless eyes peering out under a slop-
called upon to perform in his state of existen‘ lirehead with high-gabled crown, seeking
then his physical form and the chemistry of -'3 ntly seeking, a weaker creature to appease’
body were tuned to perform this act alone an nawing of his stomach. Hunger brought
his every movement was in answer to som § man-beast the first apprehension of dan-
nervous flash from that what we call basic life= "It drove the animal’s nervous flare to its
the instincts. But these instincts are not the ' 8l capacity. It made him alternately fear-
mal’s savior. They are not the animal’s acti Wl ferocious as he pursued his prey or saw
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it escape and was simultaneously mindful that
stronger foes around about were seeking his own
life. The task was an unceasing one, for hardly
was one call satisfied after enormous exertion
than the next arose with new insistence. Motioi
was necessary to secure food and fat, and food
and fat produced motion which used up the fa
again, producing more hunger. The greater t
demand and the exertion, the greater beca A
the renewed demands for more food. Existence
was thus concentrated on one single purpose—
self-preservation. The more food was turne
into energy the more hair was produced. Du
ing his brief day on the speeding planet, th
best food-finder in the forest was then as the
wild beast of the forest is to-day,—recognize{
feared, loved and hated, because he was markec
by his long and shaggy hair as the strongest
most perfect of his kind.

Then man-beast sidestepped. He beca -'
thought-conscious and found that he could mak
himself more comfortable. He learned the a
vantages of companionship, learned to builé
fires and make weapons. His nervous agitatiol
and the resulting demand for food abated. Th
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process of keeping alive no longer required his
ull concentration. He became a social crea-
ite, How this came about is no part of our
lory. Rather we are interested only in what
e about when prehistoric man’s growing
tiin cells brought him to a new and less exact-
I mode of existence. There developed phys-
, | changes in him. His crown sank lower and
receding nose line broke and gave him the
ilile of a forehead to house the newly acquired
Iligence. His instinctive fires diminished
biuse fear and hunger no longer incessantly
ngcd his nerve-strings. He walked erect and
#n found himself storing up, within himself,
" ¢ form of fat, the fuel which he formerly
Wled to provide him with energy. The old
Wuming fire of necessity, that had kept him
I, was dampened. And as his fires lowered
Mt combustion and the resulting ashes—his
I dlecreased also.

! It, incidentally acquired, acted on man’s
% It gave him comfort during cold
her, set off, however, by an equal measure
swomfort when the season was hot. It gave
type distinction, beauty, as the flowers lend
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beauty to the fields. Would man’s existe
have been threatened by the absence of hai
antediluvian times? Shell fish, seal and pol
bear all live in the same element, vastly dif
ferently clothed. The rhinoceros, elephant ,
snake, turtle and crocodile exist under the sa Hii modern individual’s course of life runs
groove of almost pre-described essential in-
mees and events. He follows laws, customs
| Joftening formule from the cradle to the
yo, IHis high-gabled crown, where present
irth and holding the secret of his ancestral
jetions and his animal inclinations in the
| ul primitive brain cells, is flattened down
4 lorehead rises. The primitive brain cells,
i lll-adapted for modern conditions, atrophy
¢ their force. Animal at birth, man turns
W clvilized human almost as soon as he
i to walk upright. Millions of hair out-
uvering the whole body even of the newly-
Iwenticth century child, had been ready to
| when the embryo emerged from its jour-
wough the ancestral ages, but there was no
| for them. The scalp surface was ade-
0 tuke care of its diminished quantity of

t modern man produced.
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CHAPTER III

WHAT MAN HAS LOST

equatorial sun without a vestige of hair and arg
accredited to live much longer than intelligen
man. The naked native, unclothed, with but :
small patch of frizz on his scalp, lives with thi
hairy lion. Is the hairy lion a creature mor
valuable to the Creator and Regulator of al
things, now and at all times, than man, hlmsel
Even the Eskimo, dwelling for ages past aml
snow and ice, is not better provided for than thi
native of the Gold Coast. He, too, with all th
rest of mankind has sidestepped from the sta

of man-beast and has become intelligent. He 1
no longer hair covered because the impellirf
urge of self-preservation has diminished. Eacl
small rise of his forehead has meant more a‘
ganized life, less application of the pmmm
brain cells and less hair. '
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